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Synopsis

It was a Roman historian and writer, St. Augustine, who coined the phrase "City of God" in a book of
the very same title. But the city of God that Augustine was referring to was not in Jerusalem. When
Augustine wrote his book, it was hundreds of years after the Jewish city of Jerusalem had been
overrun and destroyed by the Roman legions; he was writing of Rome as the city of God and the
center of the Roman Catholic faith. In St. Augustine’s day, some 400 years after the Romans had
laid waste to Jerusalem, the very empire that had destroyed it was completely transformed by it.
Just 400 years after the Romans had crushed Jerusalem their official religion was Christianity, a
religion which, of course, has its roots in Jerusalem. So, flash forward 400 years after Rome had
laid waste to Jerusalem: it was now Rome that was threatened with ruin from invading Visigoth
armies. It was the destruction of Rome, not Jerusalem, that inspired Augustine’s City of God. The
Romans had been completely demoralized by the sacking of their city, and many had started to
blame their Christian faith itself for the city’s downfall. They started to believe that Rome was being
punished for abandoning their traditional pagan Gods for Christianity. St. Augustine wrote City of
God as a response to this widespread fear and disillusionment with the faith. In a great attempt to
console the souls of the demoralized citizens of Rome, Augustine was the first theologian to argue
that there was, in fact, no physical city of God. In his way of thinking, neither Rome nor Jerusalem
were cities of God. Augustine stated that the true city of God did not have a zip code or earthly
address, but rather resided in heaven itself. And, no matter what happened to Rome, Christians
should not be worried, because the true city of God, the "New Jerusalem"”, was still alive and well

and could never be sacked by Visigoths or anyone else.
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Customer Reviews

An interesting, informative, educational and religious account of Jerusalem. Christians suffered
greatly as did Jews during certain periods in history, this information is explained in the book. |
recommend this book for a great overview of the history, of Jerusalem, the Muslim conquerors and
the British rule. The most interesting part of the book deals with future possibilities for Jerusalem. A

book for people who want to be intelligent and well-read on the history of Jerusalem.

This book gives a very good base of the history of the Jews. This is a very good book to start out

with if you are interested in the history of Christianity.

This is a good book to learn about City of GOD Jerusalem. It was an interesting read to understand
more on Christianity, Jews, and Jerusalem. If you are interested in Jerusalem and Words of God,

you may enjoy this book. It was good read for me.

Ok

This book is a fun to read. It offers a very short and to the point narration of 2000years of Jerusalem
hiStory. The narration begins with first temple to the Roman desecration and then to Muslim

invasions

Its a really good guide if you are christian and want to visit Jerusalem one day. | didn’t know so

many things on this book!
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